yond them  In a curt voice, which admitted no reply, he
gave his orders
The Bunat brigade was to cut the roads to Kobdo and
Kiakhta, to the east of Urga, Zabiakm, at the head of a
detachment of Cossacks, was to make his way to the
north of the town and hold himself ready to create a di-
version The bulk of the forces, commanded by Rezukhm,
would open the attack to the east and south-east, along
the Kalgan road The general would be supported by all
the artillery The Baron himself would take up position
to the south, on the summit of the Bogdo-Ula range He
would keep the Mongol regiment with him
Ungern broke off in the middle of a sentence The
officers waited Their leader stared at them questiomngly
That's all,' he said  'What are you waiting for?'
The officers stood up
'By the way,' added Ungern carelessly, cit goes with-
out saying that anybody who lights a cigarette during the
march will be executed J
The division got on the march at nightfall Brief com-
mands rang out, and silently, one after the other, squad-
rons detached themselves from the column and vanished
into the dark A slight fall of snow covered the marks
of the horses' hooves Nothing was to be heard except,
here and there, a creak of wheels or the jolting of an
ammunition-wagon
Sudzuki reined in his horse alongside Ungern
'Urga,' he said, pointing to the horizon
Through the scudding clouds, the moon cast pale
patches on the surrounding heights Beyond the serried
range of the Bogdo-Ula, the ice on the Tola showed blue
On the opposite bank rose the Hutukhtu's palace To the
right lay Maimacheng In the background Urga was
plunged in darkness Farther away to the left curved the
roofs of the monastery of Gandon There was not a sound,
not a light The town slept
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